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What is the matter with the Christians of our age, and of our English nation, that hath been looked upon to be a garden and a nursery in Christianity and religion beyond all other nations? Are they turned persecutors and law-makers against Christianity?’  (Early Quaker quote, approximately 1666)

As we shall be seeing in this edition, it is not so long since we experienced considerable religious persecution in this country. Many fear that were the Racial and Religious Hatred Bill to be passed as it is currently worded, it would break out again very speedily in this country. (Lord Mackay considers that it would be illegal, for instance, to link the words ‘bomber, terrorist and Muslim’). 
 

However, we have some encouraging news. The Government has suffered a massive defeat in the House of Lords over its religious hatred plans. Peers have voted by 260 to 111 to introduce cross-party amendments in order to try to make the Bill ‘safe’.

We can thank God that the Lords have shown stiff and principled opposition to this Bill. The speeches in the House of Lords during the Second Reading were thoughtful and well presented. There are reports that the windows of the House of Lords were opened to hear the praise songs being sung by the thousands of believers gathered in Parliament Square to protest on the day of the debate. The minister in charge of the Bill complimented’ Christians for keeping opposition to the Bill alive. According to the minister, it was thought that the issue would be 'dead' by now and that the government would have had a smooth ride in passing the law

We would rather not have the Bill at all. But due to the Government's threat to use the Parliament Act, this amendment is the best thing on offer. There will be a crucial vote in the Commons probably within three weeks' time.


The Lords' majority of 149 will put huge pressure on the Government. This large vote is due, in no small part, to the high level of Christian pressure on the political parties. There has also been increased media interest in this issue. God has answered our prayers.


It is not a foregone conclusion that the Government will win in the Commons. Even if it does win, it is important that the majority is as small as possible. From a constitutional point of view this will make it much harder for the Government to force its will on the Lords using the Parliament Act. So, every MP's vote counts. It is, therefore, vital that you contact your MP and strongly urge him or her to support the Lords' amendment.


Tips for contacting your MP, plus other helpful information, is available on the website: http://www.christian.org.uk/meetingspacks/incitement/resources.htm
 

Andrea Williams writes that in her experience, very few MPs actually understand the implications of this Bill. Many of them have bought hook line and sinker into the Government's line that this Bill will not have any impact on freedom to preach the gospel. This is categorically wrong. Many of the country's most senior lawyers think otherwise. MPs must be told the truth about the Bill. Only 30 Labour MPs need to change their mind but we need to encourage all MPs of every political persuasion to oppose the Bill. They will be heavily 'whipped' but if we seek to continue to point out the flaws in the Bill a miracle could still happen by God's grace.
 
Along similar lines, Andrea writes: ‘This is a good result, but the fight is not over yet. Considering the huge pressure put on Labour peers to vote in favour of this bill, this vote shows considerable courage. If they had simply thrown out the Bill, or passed 'wrecking' amendments, they were well aware that the Government would carry out its threat to use the Parliament Acts to force the legislation through in the Lords. This threat is real, which is why Lord Lester and Lord Hunt together with the former archbishop Lord Carey and a prominent Labour man, Lord Plant of Highfield, have tabled a compromise amendment. We must pray and work to see MPs accept the Lords' amendments.’ This is definitely the best compromise we could have hoped for. 

Similar laws are apparently being proposed in several other countries.  Let’s continue to intercede for the governments concerning these issues.  

Please also remember in your prayers the Equality Bill, which is currently going through Parliament. Proposals in this Bill would outlaw 'religious harassment'. These proposals, like the religious hatred Bill, have great potential to meddle with religious freedom.

1605, 1805, 2005. These are crucial dates for Britain. 

The following is expanded from information sent by The Watchmen Network. 

Forty days before the Moslem suicide bombers blew up the subway passengers on 7 July 2005, Chuck Pierce saw a sword over London and called for forty days urgent prayer and fasting to stop Islam becoming the dominant spirit.

In May 2004 and again in June and July 2005 Chuck Pierce prophesied England has only until early-mid November 2005 to avoid going into a period of unprecedented darkness with Islam becoming the dominant faith. When he singled out this date as being a crucial deadline for us, he probably would not have known that this is the four hundredth anniversary of the 1605 Gunpowder Plot) and the two hundredth of The Battle of Trafalgar.


November 5 2005 marks 400 years since the Gunpowder Plot. The terrorists who were planning to blow up Parliament were only waiting for the presence of King James, who had been the first king to unite England and Scotland. (The King's family, children, military leaders, Government ministers, advisors, MPs, Lords, leaders, Bishops, Christian leaders and judges would all have been there too.) King James was so grateful to God for divine deliverance that had spared both himself and his children that he commissioned The King James Version of the Bible as an official thank you. It was authorised to mark an eternal thank you to God.


You could say that God turned almost certain damage to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ into something that would bring great good news to the ends of the earth. England & Scotland remained united; before that we had been at war every generation for over 500 years.


October 21, 2005 was the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar. The bare facts of the case are well known: how a much smaller British force defeated the combined Fleet of France and Spain and won freedom of the seas for at least the next hundred years. The background to it is fascinating. It was a far more closely run thing than most people appreciate.  

Between 1803 and 1805, Napoleon Bonaparte had been co-ordinating a colossal flotilla to invade an England that had been sleeping. Due to lack of political awareness or urgency, the Royal Navy was way behind in its preparations for renewed warfare. In the nick of time, an ailing but still earth-moving William Pitt returned to Downing Street. It was his appointment of the ultra-efficient Lord Melville that spurred on an intense programme of shipbuilding. He had to do this, however, in the face of an intense barrage of accusations and vituperations from Melville’s predecessor as Lord of the Admiralty, the powerful Earl St Vincent. If you are a history buff, use Amazon to track down second hand copies of Alan Schom’s remarkably enlightening book Trafalgar. 

Admiral Nelson's Prayer before Battle is recorded for posterity. It was a humble prayer to a Great God, not least that the result would be good for Europe. This epic victory weakened Napoleon’s domination of Europe and the Middle East domination. It led to his total defeat at Waterloo. Thereafter Britain ruled a quarter of the globe and abolished slavery and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
This is not the first time government has passed laws that have hindered religious freedom in this country. Read on and you will see some surprising historical connections.  


Ruth has been poorly these last few days, so I have been driving over to Exeter to ‘taxi drive’ her to her lectures. Apart from giving us some precious time together, this has also afforded me the very welcome chance spend extended time in the university library. What a treat. Ever since leaving Chester back in 1989 (when I used to visit the exceptionally well stocked St Deiniols library with its 100,000 books) I have been biblio-deprived: starved of access to a top theological library. I revelled in the hours, reading several books on the Early Quakers, plus some studies on two of the Hebrew prophets, which has always been one of my particular delights.  

Every advance against the traditions of men requires courageous forerunners. There were many 'Martin Luther King' equivalents amongst the early Quakers. At a time when people’s seats in church were dictated by their place in the social hierarchy, two male Friends provocatively chose to sit in seats reserved for maids. They were unceremoniously thrown out! Local ministers often put great pressure on magistrates to take strong action against them, and even roused the Mob against them. (Their simple dress, refusal to use strong language, drink to excess or play violent sports made them easy targets to mock). 

We tend to think of Quakers as peace loving, but this was not how they appeared in mid seventeenth century Britain, when they were the ultimate firebrands and challengers of the Establishment. As a result, many of them paid the ultimate price. Having read part of George Fox’s journal, and a brilliant book on Margaret Fell, the Mother of Quakerism, by Isabel Ross (Longmans Green + Co), I then read a far less hagiographical account of the Quakers by Adrian Davies: ‘The Quakers in English Society 1655 to 1725. Oxford. 

This study displays considerably more sympathy and support for the institutions of Church and State that had to ‘cope’ with the challenge the Quakers brought, especially when it was decidedly intemperate in character. So far as he is concerned, Quakerism was more disruptive of parish life than ever hippies or New Age travellers have been in our own day! He also broadly follows the line that Richard Baxter and other Puritans of the time took in attacking Quakerism for the areas it is susceptible on to heresy: the overemphasis on inner light, but did show how the movement came over a fairly short period of time to exercise necessary checks and balances. In effect, early Quakerism took puritan doctrine and its social message to new extremes. Magistrates and local society came to look on them with more respect, especially when it evolved into its quietist phase. But there again, by then it was also becoming less challenging! 

Despite some excesses, the story of early Quakerism is a fascinating one that deserves wide attention. As always, there is such a fine line between genuinely prophetic actions (of which there were many) and a religious spirit that purports to do the same, but because it originates from a different spirit brings no corresponding release. 

Early Quakers 

On top of Pendle Hill in 1652, looking westward towards the Irish Sea, George Fox had a vision of hundreds and thousands of men and women of Lancashire, Cumbria and the West of Yorkshire seeking a more spiritual Christianity that they had yet found. Constantly travelling and preaching to congregations of Seekers, from which the Quaker Fellowship of Friends developed, George Fox preached on the supremacy of the ‘inner light.’ 

In the way much of Quakerism has developed in recent times we can see the dangers of how this inner light is capable of much deception, but for all the excesses and dangers, Fox’s testimony remains so convincing because he and his immediate followers were so soaked in the Word of God. They knew it inside out, but ultimately sought to honour the spirit behind the words rather than slavishly following the words themselves. 

Fox convinced many that ‘Christ is not only the Saviour but also the Teacher of His people.’ He warned that too many people accepted the Scriptures in words, but knew nothing of their power in their daily experience. Quakers studied the Bible deeply, but paid particular attention to the Spirit that prompted those words. 

The early Quakers declared with the apostles that ‘God dwelleth not in Temples made with human hands.’ One example amongst many of how the Quakers proclaimed the need for repentance was when George Fox wearing only stockinged feet walked into a city declaring, ‘Woe to the bloody city of Lichfield!’ As he put it, ‘There seemed to me to be a channel of blood running down the streets, and the market place appeared like a pool of blood.’ That was when he remembered the thousands of Christian Britons who had been martyred in the Emperor Diocletian’s day. (It is a nice touch that Wellspring has ministered several times in Lichfield cathedral in our own day for renewal meetings. Even some of the 'Temples' (cathedrals!) are experiencing the wind of the Holy Spirit)

Puritans, whose fathers had fled to America to escape from persecution, were themselves amongst the most savage persecutors of Friends. 

Quakers were wise and astringent observers of their times. James Naylor, for example declared that within a fortnight, the Long Parliament would be dissolved, and the speaker plucked out of his chair.’ And he was. Richard Hubberthorne saw clearly the great vanity of those who attended King Charles II on his restoration, and that these people would incline him to things that he himself was not instinctively inclined to do. Tragically, they were right. All over the country, Quakers came under extreme persecution, being sentences to the most severe punishments by magistrates – which the Quakers endured with remarkable fortitude and patience. Margaret Fell challenged King Charles in strong terms to consider the fruits of this persecution that sent hundreds of God’s people to their graves. 

James Naylor was unfortunately led astray when people made too much of his ministry. The most infamous moment came when he advanced into the city of Bristol flanked by supporters as if he were the re-embodiment of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. This was seriously out of line. Apart from getting him into trouble with other Quakers, Oliver Cromwell’s parliament administered the most severe punishment on him for blasphemy, which included being pilloried in the middle of winter, whipped around the town, having his tongue bored through and his forehead branded with the letter B for blasphemy. It is good to be able to report that James Nayler was finally restored both to his former humility, and to George Fox.

Margaret Fell was a most interesting woman. She wrote a publication during her first four-year term of imprisonment entitled ‘Women’s speaking justified, proved, and allowed by the Scriptures, all such as speak by the Spirit and power of the Lord Jesus.’ She wrote of how Jesus told the woman of Samaria that He was the Messiah, and Martha that He was the resurrection and the life. The woman who anointed Jesus ‘knew more of the power and wisdom of God than His disciples did who were filled with indignation against her.’ Women from Galilee ministered to Him; the women of Jerusalem wept for Him, standing boldly by His side at the Cross. They saw where His body was laid, and they were there in the garden to be the first to meet Him after the Resurrection and to bear the message of hope to the disorientated disciples. Therefore her message was: ‘Do not despise and oppose the message the Lord God sends by women.’ 

She believed that Paul’s words that women were not to speak in meetings were addressed to women who were under the law, as opposed to those who had received the Spirit. There is provision for them to pray and prophesy (with their heads covered). It was clearly considered right for women to pray and prophecy as men did. 

Famous women taught, prophesied and led the people of God: Deborah, Huldah and Sarah. She pleaded that men should not try to limit the power of God by believing that it exists only in and through their own sex. 

Margaret believed that opposition to women speaking in the Spirit has always come from the spirit of darkness. ‘You forbid women speaking,’ she argued to the established church, ‘but you use their words (from the songs of Elizabeth and Mary) in your book of Common Prayer’. 

In 1664 the Conventicle Act was passed by Charles II, forbidding all religious meetings, except when the liturgy of the Church of England was used. Penalties included fines, imprisonment and seven years of slavery in the American colonies. Although Catholics and Non-Conformists were implicated in this act, the penalties fell most severely on the Quakers, who refused to hide away but continued to meet quite openly. Thousands of Quakers were fined for not attending church, some at the huge sum of £20, and also for the non-payment of tithes and burial dues, even though they refused to be buried in churchyards. Thousands were imprisoned, where many died when plague swept through the cramped quarters. Others were whipped and sentenced to seven years penal servitude in the American colonies. 

When 1666 brought the Great Fire of London, the Plague and the Dutch war (which saw the Dutch fleet sailing triumphantly up the Medway and setting fire to ships), Quakers saw in this the unmistakable hand of God’s judgement levelled against the wicked, and especially, their cruel persecutors. No wonder the quote was made we placed at the start of the text that has such a strangely contemporary feel to it: ‘What is the matter with the Christians of our age, and of our English nation, that hath been looked upon to be a garden and a nursery in Christianity and religion beyond all other nations? Are they turned persecutors and law-makers against Christianity?’  

Margaret Fell was the first to show a concern for Jews. (Edward I, you may recall, had passed an edict in 1290 that no Jews were allowed to live in England as residents. As a result of the drownings and burnings that were carried on at that time by the king’s command, the word ‘holocaust’ came into the English language. The king decreed that all Jews wear a yellow patch in the shape of a star attached to their outer clothing to identify them in public).

In the course of King Edward's persecution of the Jews, he arrested all the heads of Jewish households. Over 300 were executed in the Tower of London, while others were killed in their homes. (see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_I_of_England)
During her four-year imprisonment in Lancaster Castle, Margaret wrote two publications for the Jews, including ‘The Second Call to the Seed of Israel.’ Here, as elsewhere, she pleads for an inward religion, a turning to the light of God. 

Margaret was sentenced to the extreme penalty of praemunire – that is, being placed outside the King’s protection, forfeiting all her (very considerable) estate and suffering imprisonment for life. She answered the judge, ‘Although I am out of the king’s protection, yet I am not out of the Protection of the Almighty.’ 

A severe Bill was passed by Parliament in 1668 to continue the Conventicle Act of 1664. One of the leading Quakers, Thomas Salthouse, wrote: ‘We are resolved to meet, preach and pray, in public and in private, in season and out of season, in city, town and country, as if it (the Bill) had never been, well knowing that the same power by which we have been preserved and delivered out of the den is with us, and will be with us to do the end, if we abide faithful. Mercifully, the bill never became law, but the Commons remained hostile to religious toleration. 

Many of the Quakers clearly understood the difference between an initial call from the Lord, and the commission to actually do something about it – a distinction that saves us from making many mistake in matters of guidance. 

For example, eleven years after Judge Fell’s decease, his widow, Margaret Fell, married George Fox. ‘I had seen from the Lord a considerable time before (at least six months) that I should take Margaret Fell to be my wife,’ he wrote. ‘When I mentioned it to her, she felt the answer of life from God thereunto. But though the Lord had opened this thing unto me, yet I had not received a word of command from the Lord for the accomplishing of it then. Wherefore I let the thing rest, and went on in the work and service of the Lord, as before, according as the Lord led me, travelling up and down in this nation, and thorugh the nation of Ireland,’ (where he miraculously escaped arrest time and again). (Fox’s Journal, 1694, Edited by Thomas Ellwood). 

It is reported that there was a great and mighty power of the Lord among the numerous Friends when they celebrated their ceremony in the way that they did, which brought them so much opposition from the established Church. 

May we know the fire of these early Quakers, and be truly led by the Spirit! 

Iranian outburst 

We wrote in Perspectives from the Peninsula Edition 4 that Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, a fervent critic of ‘the corrupt Western way of life’ has snubbed EU negotiators and resumed Iran’s nuclear programme. We also quoted Niall Ferguson’s comment that ‘Far from being on the brink of democracy, Iran is now on the brink of becoming the biggest threat to democracy in the world.’ He has not helped his cause by following Ayatollah Khomeini’s public line by declaring that Israel should be wiped off the face of the earth. Perhaps he felt ‘safe’ to do so with America on the back foot following the shambles of the non weapons of mass destruction in Iraq not to mention its own internal problems. Israel certainly views Iran as its most dangerous opponent. Pray for how Israel, America and the world respond to this outburst. 

My third area of study was an in-depth Pentecostal social science-psychological study about being (‘Led by the Spirit’, Stephen Parker, Sheffield Academic Press). I did a bit of a double take when I saw that title, as that is what I am planning to call my follow on version from the ‘Still Small Voice’! From its very different standpoint, the findings of this study complimented well all that I have been writing about listening to the Lord. What a treat it has been! 

Dom and I are back at Mowbray Lodge, this weekend, preparing the way for Johnny, Kay, Michaela and Kerri Strauss to move in. Please pray that this will be a blessed and successful arrangement. (This has meant that I am unfortunately not able to attend the NEC myself as we had hoped I might be). Ros will be getting some valuable time to herself to get on with her MSc. The modules she is doing this year are the equivalent of a midwifery Teaching Practice Diploma, which may well be her chosen route in the future. Ruth is well below par and would value prayer.

With much love as ever,

Robert & Ros  

www.Ruachministries.org

The Manse, Station Road, Halwill Junction, Devon, EX21 5XB

CAN YOU BE THERE?


TRUMPET CALL 3 


FOR THE CHURCH TO MOVE FORWARD


DaY of Prayer


NEC Birmingham 11-6


Sat 29th October





Be there if you can!





House of Lords votes overwhelmingly to insert Amendments into the Racial and Religious Hatred Bill


 


The Lord at work in the mid 1660s: The Early Quakers and other historical overlaps. 








Under the proposed amendments: nobody will be found guilty of the new religious hatred law unless it is proved they intended to stir up hatred; only threatening words would be banned by the Bill, (as opposed to those which are only abusive or insulting) and there would be a specific part of the Bill saying the law should not restrict evangelism, discussion, criticism of expressions of antipathy, dislike, ridicule, insult or abuse of particular religions or beliefs.





We would like everyone who has written a letter or visited a surgery to register this on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.christianconcernforournation.co.uk" ��www.christianconcernforournation.co.uk�  website. We would like to encourage everyone to step up their letter writing and visiting of MPs. If you are a Christian leader we would like to encourage you to encourage your constituents to visit the MPs surgeries. 








‘Lord, make us challenging when we should be, but help us not to refrain from challenging when we should not. Keep us from majoring on minors, but not to be afraid to major on majors!’











